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A pocket-size, brilliantly colorful, simple-to-use guide to dragonflies, containing dozens of full-color

photographs that enable readers of all ages to identify the most common species; range maps; tips

on attracting dragonflies, information on habitat needs, life cycle, food preferences; and much more.
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Maybe I first noticed Dragonflies one of those summers I attended Girl Scout camp and I saw a

pretty blue-winged insect shimmering over the lake where we went for our daily swim. Or maybe I

saw my first fly when I sat on a creek bank waiting for the catfish to bite. I saw them so often when I

was a child growing up in the rural South and Midwest, that I took them for granted. Not until the

great Henry Mitchell, a local gardener and columnist with the Washington Post (and author of many

books on gardening) wrote about his horse troughs and Dragonfiles did I sit up and say, "You mean

there's more than one kind??"Mr. Mitchell taught me that Dragonfiles can drown in deep water if

they try to take a drink, and that Dragonflies, Damselflies and Butterflies all need shallow water.

That's why you see them hovering over mud puddles and why every bird bath needs a shallow spot.

In Mr. Mitchell's garden, the Dragonflies drank from the leaves on his water lillies. If you plant water

lillies, you will see a Dragonfly or two or three.The BEGINNER'S GUIDE TO DRAGONFLIES is

destined to help me help my granddaughters develop an appreciation of Dragonfiles and

Damselflies. According to authors Nikula, Sones, and Stokes, the major differences between the



two are wing shapes, wing positions, eye positions, overall appearance and flight style. Some of the

photos even depict Dragonflies that might be confused with Butterflies. We are going to learn about:

'Cruisers', 'Spiketails', 'Clubtails', 'Petaltails'and a whole lot more. Seems that pretty neon blue

insect I've seen hovering over the pond may be a 'Pond Damsel.
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